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2020 Cocanarup nest monitoring

As most members will know, the salmon gums of
Cocanarup are monitored each year for nesting
activity among the local Carnaby's population. This
is a collaboration between BirdLife WA and a
group of local volunteers, and is now in its 4"
year. This season’s survey was conducted over a
series of days with the main effort occurring on the
|6 — 18" October 2020.

Overall we found 57 active nests and, of the ones
we were able to check with a camera, 9 had
chicks, and 2| had | or 2 eggs. In total 222 trees
were surveyed. Twelve of the active nest trees
were new to our records. Last year we located 70
active nests from 179 trees surveyed.

The survey results suggest that breeding activity is
down on last year and, while it is hard to pinpoint
the reason for this, it is assumed that this year's
less than average rainfall, particularly through
autumn and winter, would be an important factor
in this outcome.

Following our survey work done in mid-October, a
Murdoch University team checked some of the
nests 4 weeks later, in mid-November. This was
preliminary to their proposed project to attach
satellite-tracking devices to a limited number of
birds. Unfortunately, in contrast to
last year when Murdoch found chicks
of above average weight, this year
they found evidence that a number
of known breeding attempts had
failed. This was disappointing, and it
reminds us how vulnerable the
population is - and how critical good
nesting habitat (and associated
feeding and watering sites) is to the
survival of the species.

The reasons for these apparently
poor breeding outcomes can only be
surmised because it is so difficult to
closely monitor nesting and then to
attribute cause to consequent
observations.
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The failure of actual breeding attempts may be due
to shortage of food, given that this area has had 3
consecutive dry years and the bush has been
distressingly dry with some plants dying and many
not flowering and/or setting fruit for several years
in a row.

Apart from causing a shortage of food for the
cockatoos these dry conditions put pressure on all
fauna and therefore there may have been an
increased predation pressure on nests. Inclement
weather during the breeding season might also
have played a part, though it is hard to nominate
with any certainty a particular event that would
have been responsible. Beyond this, there may
well be other factors involved which aren’t obvious
to us.

Either way, in the short term this means that
Murdoch University was unable to find enough
suitable nest trees to proceed with the satellite-
tracking program which they had planned for
December. This too, is disappointing as we had
keenly anticipated learing just where the birds
were feeding during breeding and where they
went once their offspring fledged. The Murdoch
University team intend trying again next year, and
we all hope for better outcomes then.

A monitoring team in Cocanarup checking the camera’s wi-fi monitor to interpret

contents of the nest hollow above. Photo: Sue Leighton
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CCA would like to acknowledge all those
involved in this monitoring effort. This
includes BirdLife WA staff (Vicki and
Adam), |2 volunteers from the local area,
4 volunteers from Perth, and the Murdoch
University team of 4 who travelled from
Perth and spent several days down here.
Volunteer hours totalled approximately
220 hours over 6 days, plus the Murdoch
University effort. As everyone involved in
monitoring at Cocanarup will attest, it is
not easy country to work in, but it is a
great way to spend a day (or more)! Itisa
wonderful salmon gum woodland, and the
sight of a bird emerging from a hollow is
more than ample reward. Sincere thanks
to everyone who has been involved this season. It
was a fantastic effort, one that does much to
enable us to continue advocating for security of
tenure for these entrancing and threatened birds.

South West Native Title Settlement and the
Noongar Land Estate

On 26 November 2020 the High Court of
Australia dismissed all special leave applications
challenging the registration of the South West
Native Title Settlement Agreements. The
Settlement will proceed in early 2021. (for details:
https:/www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/south-
west-native-title-settlement-news)

This was very welcome news for CCA as it allows
the process of establishing the Noongar Land
Estate (NLE) under the South West Native Title
Settlement (SWNTS) to move ahead. This
process has been on hold from early in the year
when we learned that the Cocanarup — Kundip
area had been nominated to be part of the NLE.
Now that the SWNTS has cleared its final hurdle
we assume the way is clear to finalise the tenure of
the various parcels of land in the Cocanarup —
Kundip area. We have been told that the
government is well-advanced in the process of
resolving its position and will then consult with
interested parties in the general community,
including CCA, in the new year.
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A patient female Carnaby’s waiting and watching while her nest is checked with
the pole-mounted camera. Photo: Sue Leighton

We look forward to this process, but are fully
expecting to encounter significant opposition to
the conservation of the area. We will keep you
informed, and may well be calling on you to again
make your concerns known to politicians or to
take whatever other actions may be necessary to
preserve this landscape and the creatures that
depend on it.

Our annual AGM

CCA'’s Annual General Meeting was held in
Ravensthorpe on 31 October. Eleven members
were in attendance, and there were 14 apologies.
The office bearers and committee for the coming
year are as follows:

e  Chairperson — Rosemary Jasper

e Vice-Chairperson — Chris Biddulph
e Secretary — Colin Youngs

e Treasurer — Ron Richards

e  Committee members — John Tucker, Jen
Chambers and Jesse Brampton

In General Business we discussed the proposed
purchase of a nest monitoring camera and
extendable pole. We hope to find a camera that
will be an improvement on those we've been using
which are proving increasingly unreliable and
therefore frustrating. We are vet to settle on the
best option, but hope to make a purchase in the
near future.
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Cocanarup-Kundip Biological Survey

As the final part of the AGM we had invited well-
known local landscape ecologist Nathan McQuoid
to outline the results of the work he's been doing
to document habitat values in the Cocanarup —
Kundip area as part of a project funded through
the Ravensthorpe Agricultural Initiative Network
(RAIN). Nathan has undertaken extensive field
work over the last few months, and has made use
of in-situ ‘baited’ cameras to record fauna at
selected locations.

This excellent presentation highlighted the variety
of habitats in the area, and the corresponding
diversity of wildlife. We look forward to the
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Above: Part of an extensive stand of Kwongan “Threatened
Ecological Community (TEC) in the south-west of the
proposed reserve area: crucial Camnaby’s feeding habitat

Below: A stand of rock sheoak (Allocasuarina huegeliana),
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critical habitat for the threatened red-tailed phascogale
(Phascogale calura) — but only if protected from fire

project’s final report, and thank Nathan for
pursuing the task with such enthusiasm and focus.
His report will be an important contribution to the
case for conserving the area because it brings it to
life, highlighting its remarkable richness. This is not
simply a static area to be defined on a map: it is a
diverse and important landscape with living
breathing plants and animals in abundance. Our
thanks to RAIN for the initiative in applying for the
grant to make this project possible.

This project is supported by funding from the Westem
Australian Government’s State NRM Program.
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All photos this page:
Courtesy Nathan McQuoid

Vegetation on an unnamed hill in the south of the Cocanarup-Kundip areq,
on which a new population of the very rare Kundip clawflower
(Calothamnus roseus) was found during the survey — see image to right
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Camnaby's are the winners!

RAIN & the Shire of Ravensthorpe recently Graham says “there were a few puddles from
collaborated to deliver the ‘Living in the Shire of overnight rain and a mob of 100 - 150 or so decided
Ravensthorpe’ photography competition. to stop for a drink. The photo was taken in March
The winner of the overall prize was the photo this year.

below, taken by Graham Richardson. It shows a Congratulations to Graham on a beautiful photo
family group of Carnaby’s (male, juvenile and and to the Shire and RAIN for organising and
female) sitting on an outcrop of quartzite in the sponsoring this competition.

southern part of the Shire of Ravensthorpe.

As 2020 draws to a close we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for your support as we continue to work towards a secure future for these magnificent birds and
their habitat - and all the other related natural values of this special place.
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