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‘Uncovering Cocanarup-Kundip’ – a new report  

To better understand the complex and valuable 
landscape that is contained in the proposed 
Cocanarup - Kundip reserve area, Ravensthorpe 
Agricultural Initiative Network (RAIN), supported 
by funding from the Western Australian 
Government’s State NRM Program, undertook an 
ecological assessment of the area during 2020. The 
work was done by local Landscape Ecologist 
Nathan McQuoid.** 

The primary aspect of the assessment was the 
recording of flora, fauna and habitat data for 168 
sites spread throughout the whole 68,000 ha. of 
the proposed reserve.  Nathan also used remote-
sensing wildlife cameras to capture photos of fauna 
in 12 selected sites, as well as making opportunistic 
observations as he moved around the area.  He 
has also made a useful compilation of existing 
reports and knowledge relating to the area. 

The work is a valuable contribution to our 
knowledge of this area.  It is probably the first time 
this area has been considered as a whole, intact 
landscape and with the fitting emphasis on habitat 
rather than individual species.  The report will raise 
awareness of the extensive and varied values of 
the area, adding detail to what is otherwise a blank 
map in the minds of many. 

The two images below are examples of photos 
captured by motion-sensing wildlife cameras set up 
at 12 sites considered to be of high habitat value.      

Mallee fowl (Leipoa ocellata) - listed as ‘Vulnerable, i.e. facing 
a high risk of extinction in the wild in the medium-term future’. 

Brush-tailed possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) photographed 
in a salmon gum woodland.                                      

Both photos: Nathan McQuoid 
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The work reiterates the importance of the area for 
nature conservation.  The assessment  
• Confirms the area provides habitat for at least 

six conservation-significant animals, (tammar, 
chuditch, Carnaby’s black-cockatoo, western 
whip bird, mallee fowl, carpet python) 

• Highlights areas of prime habitat (a variety of 
mature woodlands, as well as banksia rich 
kwongkan shrublands),  

• Confirms many occurrences of the Kwongkan 
Threatened Ecological Community;  

• Documents potentially significant Noongar 
cultural sites and historic European sites and 
artefacts; and 

• Located many conservation significant plants. 

The priority recommendation from the report is to 
“Protect the vegetation types that form the habitats 
of threatened animals from fire and other damage 
such as mineral exploration.” (Summary p.13) 

The campaign to conserve the Cocanarup – 
Kundip landscape has tended to focus on the 
protection of the habitat of Carnaby’s black-
cockatoo - and the critical importance of this 
remains unchallenged. 

However, this new assessment draws our 
attention again to the outright and indisputable 
importance of the whole area for nature 
conservation – including Carnaby’s.  CCA 
continues to encourage the government to take 
responsibility for managing this landscape for 
nature conservation and this report will assist us in 
that effort. 

CCA acknowledges both the initiative of RAIN in 
applying for the grant, and the effort and 
dedication that Nathan brought to the task of field 
work and research. 

** The report is entitled “Uncovering Cocanarup-
Kundip.  An ecological assessment of the proposed 
Cocanarup - Kundip Conservation Reserve.”  It is 
available as a PDF on request from RAIN: 
rainnrm@westnet.com.au. 

 

 

 

The report also draws our attention to the 
diversity of habitats in the proposed Cocanarup – 
Kundip reserve and following are just two 
contrasting examples:  

 
Part of a very old mallet woodland, in this case, warted 

yate (Eucalyptus megacornuta), a small outlying 
population in a creek bed rather than on hills as typical. 

 
Gnamma with salmon gum beyond, Phillips River Valley 

north of South Coast Hwy.                                      
Both photos: Nathan McQuoid 
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Murdoch University’s Black Cockatoo 
Conservation Management Project 

Satellite tracking Newdegate birds 

It is now 5 months since satellite trackers were 
attached to some adult Carnaby’s black-cockatoos 
at their breeding site, SE of Newdegate.  Since 
then, Zoe Kissane, of the Murdoch team has been 
kept very busy over the summer keeping track of 
her ‘marked birds’ from this site, as well as from 
Coomallo and Borden elsewhere in the bird’s 
territory.   

Happily, for those of us interested in Carnaby’s in 
this region, the birds from SE Newdegate flew 
almost directly to Hopetoun and have spent the 
summer in that area with a flock of, at times, up to 
500 birds.  It is assumed that birds from Cocanarup 
would also be in this mob and so inadvertently 
Murdoch has probably procured information about 
‘our birds’ as well. 

It is very exciting that the Murdoch team now has 
data on where this flock was roosting, feeding and 
watering this season.  The birds were recorded 
feeding in several different places – amongst native 
vegetation, where they sought out flowers and 
fruit of the showy banksia, seeds of hakea and the 
flowers of chittick; on farms, where they fed on 
spilt grain and seed from canola, and in pine 
plantations feeding on the pine seeds.   

 
The daughter of one of the satellite-tracked birds feeding in 
Yates on the banks of the Phillips River, Hopetoun, mid-April 
2021.  Note the shiny metal leg-band which was attached 

when she was a nestling.                                             
Photo: Zoe Kissane 

 

 

One of the birds has been a stand-out for research 
in that she retained both satellite tracking 
instruments for a record 94 days, giving an 
extensive period of detailed data.  It is also very 
good to know that this bird was recently witnessed 
feeding her daughter while in Yate trees on the 
banks of the Phillips River, near Hopetoun.  So we 
know that the young bird successfully made the 
trip to Hopetoun and would now be about 6 
months old. 

 
One of the female birds fitted with satellite tracking 

instruments and leg bands SE of Newdegate in December 
has since been tracked to Hopetoun, where she has stayed 
over summer.  What a champion!     Photo: Zoe Kissane 

Artificial nests to be installed in Cocanarup 

Though the Murdoch University team had planned 
to attach satellite tracking devices to some nesting, 
adult birds in Cocanarup last December, they 
abandoned this plan when they were unable to 
locate enough birds to work with.  Instead, as 
described in the previous article, they decided to 
attach the trackers to birds breeding in an area SE 
of Newdegate.  The Murdoch team has now 
reviewed their plans after last years’ experience in 
Cocanarup and we are pleased to know that they 
are still committed to working with the Cocanarup 
birds.   

They have, however, decided that a difficult 
assignment would be made more achievable if they 
were able to trap adult birds in artificial ‘hollows’ 
rather than the beautiful and idiosyncratic natural 
hollows that are a feature of the Cocanarup 
woodland. 
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To this end, 10 artificial hollows or ‘cockatubes’ are 
going to be been installed in Cocanarup.  Their use 
will be monitored this breeding season and it is 
anticipated that in the following season there is 
likely to have been enough of a take-up to make it 
possible to trap birds on these nests and attach 
satellite trackers.  We will then be in a position to 
start accumulating data on the movements of the 
Cocanarup birds during breeding and later when 
they move elsewhere for the summer and autumn. 

CCA was consulted about the plan to install 
‘cockatubes’ and, much as we love the naturalness 
of the Cocanarup breeding area, we are also very 
keen to learn more about the bird’s movements 
during breeding.  If installing artificial hollows was 
judged the best way to achieve this, then we 
agreed it was worth installing them.   

At this stage it is not intended that they be left 
there permanently as the availability of hollows is 
not known to be limiting breeding in Cocanarup. 

 
The first artificial hollow or ‘cockatube’ to be installed in 

Cocanarup, located high in a salmon gum that has no natural 
breeding hollows.                                                       

Photo:  Rosemary Jasper 

 

 

 

Monitoring equipment upgraded 

One of the most important on-ground activities of 
CCA is to monitor the nesting activity at 
Cocanarup and surrounding areas.  Over the 
fifteen years that monitoring has been done, we 
have surveyed more and more trees, improved 
our techniques and built up an impressive database 
of the nests and the nest trees.  An important 
element in improving our knowledge of nesting is 
the ability to actually ‘see’ into the nest using a 
camera on an extendable pole to establish that 
nesting is actually taking place, and if so, what stage 
it is at.   

The cameras we have been using have become 
increasingly frustrating, so over recent months we 
have spent some time searching for better 
alternatives given the particular challenges that 
monitoring nests at Cocanarup present.  We 
eventually chose to buy a GoPro Hero 9 camera 
and a well-designed extendable and lightweight 
pole.  We will use a mobile phone linked to the 
camera as the monitor.  This type of equipment is 
used by several of the most experienced bird nest 
‘monitorers’ in WA, so we trust it will work 
effectively in our rather unique situation.   

We were fortunate to be the beneficiary of a 
‘grant’ from RAIN (Ravensthorpe Agricultural 
Initiative Network) as part of their ‘Uncovering 
Cocanarup-Kundip’ project (see opening article) 
and we have used part of this grant to purchase 
this new monitoring equipment.  Many thanks to 
RAIN for their ongoing and valued support! 

Warning signs on main road near Hopetoun 

Throughout the year it is possible to see Carnaby’s 
in the Hopetoun area, but this is particularly so as 
the breeding season draws to a close in early 
summer.  Hopetoun is located on the coast about 
40 km (in a straight line) from Cocanarup and is 
believed to be one of the first ‘ports of call’ after 
young birds have fledged.  The noisy flocks of birds 
forage energetically on trees and shrubs in the 
town gardens as well as amongst the extensive 
banksia woodlands and other vegetation that 
surrounds the town.  They then spend several 
months in the vicinity of Hopetoun (see preceding 
article on satellite tracking by Murdoch University).   
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Members of CCA were concerned that there is 
therefore a potential conflict zone on the entrance 
to Hopetoun along the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe 
Road, as birds often feed on the pines and the 
showy banksia (Banksia speciosa) that grow close 
to this increasingly busy road.  CCA asked Main 
Roads Western Australia (MRWA) if warning signs 
could be installed at critical points along the road 
close to Hopetoun.  We were very pleased that 
they readily agreed to do this and signs are now 
installed.  

This is no guarantee against collisions but hopefully 
it raises awareness of the bird’s likely presence 
along the road and alerts drivers to take care. 

Main Roads Western Australia recently installed signs on the 
Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe Road, near Hopetoun.               

Photo:  Rosemary Jasper 

The ‘Great Cocky Count’ 

The annual Great Cocky Count, which is designed 
as a census of black cockatoos in the South-West 
of WA and is organised by Birdlife Australia, was 
this year conducted on the evening of March 28th.  
The Count data has not yet been collated and 
finalised, but we know that at least two mobs of 
cockies were located along the Hopetoun / 
Munglinup section of the south coast as part of this 
count - one of 250 birds which roosted near 
Hopetoun and another flock of over 500 birds 
which roosted further east near the Oldfield River, 
Munglinup.   

 

 

At the same time, we have anecdotal reports of 
equally large flocks in the Esperance area, as far 
east as Duke of Orleans Bay.  We await the final 
report on the Great Cocky Count to understand 
exactly how many birds were officially recorded 
along this stretch of coast.  In 2019, there were 
640 birds recorded in the Hopetoun area, and 
1090 birds across 5 sites in the Esperance area.** 

The proportion of these flocks that are breeding 
birds and where exactly those breeding birds nest 
are some of the many outstanding questions about 
Carnaby’s in this part of WA.  We assume many of 
them nest at Cocanarup and we now know that 
some come from further inland (see Murdoch 
University satellite tracking article) but there are 
potentially many birds whose place of breeding is 
an on-going mystery. 

There is still so much we don’t know about these 
magnificent and engaging birds! 

** A. Peck, G. Barrett and M. Williams (2019). The 
2019 Great Cocky Count.  BirdLife Australia, Floreat, 
W.A. 

The on-going pressure from mineral exploration 

Early in 2020, CCA made a case to the 
government that no further exploration tenements 
be issued in the Cocanarup – Kundip area while 
the future tenure of the area was under 
consideration.  We are therefore very 
disappointed that an exploration tenement has 
recently been granted over one of the most 
sensitive parts of the area.   

On 16/4/2021, Bulletin Resources Limited was 
granted the tenement E 74/655, which is the 
southernmost part of a now surrendered Lithium 
Australia tenement.  It sits within the Cocanarup 
Timber Reserve, and includes the culturally 
significant Cocanarup homestead area.  It also lies 
astride the Phillips River and contains prime 
Carnaby’s breeding habitat.  This tenement has 
already suffered the assault of the previous 
tenement holder when tracks and vegetation were 
cleared in contravention of the tenement 
conditions.   

 

 
5 



Cocanarup  Conservat ion  A l l i ance  Inc .  
Protecting and promoting the environmental and cultural integrity of the Ravensthorpe region 

Web:  www.cca .asn .au     Emai l :  in fo@cca .asn .au     Address :  PO Box 30 ,  Ravensthorpe WA 6346 

 

The previous tenement holders of this area 
(Lithium Australia) were fined for damage they 
caused and are still subject to an ongoing 
rehabilitation agreement/commitment with 
Department of Mines.  CCA is therefore deeply 
distressed that this particular area has once again 
been exposed to potential degradation – but this 
unfortunate reality only serves to heighten our 
determination to secure long-term conservation of 
the area in question. 

 
E 74/655 shown in yellow.  Consent to explore on Cocanarup 

Timber Reserve 30795 was granted on 16/4/2021.  

South West Native Title Settlement and future 
tenure of Cocanarup – Kundip 

CCA wrote to the Department of Planning, Lands 
& Heritage in March this year to request a meeting 
to understand what progress had been made in 
relation to the Cocanarup – Kundip area since the 
imperatives of the South West Native Title 
Settlement became paramount.  We received the 
following reply on 31st March 2021: 

“Government agencies have held discussions around 
the Cocanarup-Kundip area and the approach to 
assessing the area under the Noongar Land Base 
Strategy.  A key requirement of this approach is up-
front engagement with the Noongar People’s 
representative to obtain their input on the area and 
desired outcomes.   

 

To date, it has not been possible to undertake this 
engagement as the focus by the State and SWALSC 
has been on preparations for Settlement 
commencement, which occurred on 25 February 
2021, and appointment of the Trustee of the 
Noongar Boodja Trust, Perpetual Nominees, on 29 
March 2021.  

This has required a significant amount of work for 
both DPLH’s project team and also the relevant 
officers and leadership group within SWALSC.” 

CCA anticipates being informed and consulted 
when the government and SWALSC are in a 
position to turn their attention to Cocanarup – 
Kundip and surrounding areas.  This process, and 
the resulting decisions around tenure and 
management of the area involved, is likely to shape 
the future status of our proposed reserve area – 
and it is therefore imperative that CCA is able to 
make a substantive contribution in due course. 

Getting to know Cocanarup – Kundip 

If you want to learn more about the Cocanarup – 
Kundip area, you might consider visiting!  The 
more members who have first-hand experience of 
the place the stronger our voice can be.  Any time 
is interesting, but spring is when most plants are 
flowering and birds are nesting.   

If you’re planning to come, keep in mind that the 
annual Ravensthorpe Wildflower Show and Spring 
Festival will be held 13th – 25th September - and 
that will offer an exciting programme of activities in 
conjunction with the actual display of wildflowers 
in the town hall.  This year’s program is still be 
finalised, but you can visit the website at 
https://wildflowersravensthorpe.org.au/ and see last 
year’s programme as an example.   

Otherwise, come to the area whenever you can 
and explore independently – it is a marvellous, 
interesting and important piece of country, and 
we’re sure you’ll enjoy it. 
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