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Nest monitoring in Cocanarup, 2024: A big and e Breeding was later than in recent years,
different year possibly due to the late-breaking rains in the

. Ravensthorpe area.
For the 18" successive year Ravensthorpe locals, P

volunteers from afar and BirdLife Australia staff

undertook monitoring of the annual Carnaby’s Trees su rVeYed 'S
black-cockatoo breeding season in the salmon gum breeding attempts
woodlands in and around Cocanarup.
400
The 2024 effort can be broadly summarised thus: 300
200
e We did three rounds of monitoring, totalling 100

9 days, in October, November and 0

H N OO OO = N M S 1N O 00O = N M
December. The aim of the December effort 888855555588 5E8888
was to ascertain breeding outcomes so only
'known to be active’ hollows were checked —e—Breeding attempts —e—Surveys

then.

e 33 people were involved, contributing over Data collected since 2007 shows a massive

520 hours of volunteer time. increase in monitoring effort from 2019 onwards,

o as is illustrated in the graph above.
e 286 hollows were camera-checked in either

October or November.
December 2024 outcomes: 65 hollows checked

e 70 breeding attempts were confirmed.

e 65 of these 70 active hollows were camera-
checked again in December, with 29 found to
have live and mature chicks (8 weeks and
older), and a further 5 were presumed to
have had successful breeding (no evidence of
the mature chicks seen in October). See
chart to the right.

u Chicks 8 wks or older (24)

= Chicks younger than 8 wks (5)

® Empty hollows - likely fledged chicks (5)
u Outcome unknown (10)

u Breeding talures (21)
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These results again confirm the importance of the We called this event ‘Our place, our people, our
Cocanarup area as a breeding site for this planet — Our responsibility'.

endangered species. We had a double act with Jesse Brampton, who

We acknowledge BirdLife Australia’s leadership was largely responsible for organising the nest-
and support, and thank all those who were monitoring in 2024, presenting a comprehensive
involved in this outstanding effort. report of the recently completed October /

CCA's Annual General Meeting, 2024 November nest-monitoring. This was followed by

the main session facilitated by Keith Bradby from
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 23 Gondwana Link.

November in Ravensthorpe. Twenty (20)

i i +
members were present with |7 apologies, Keith shared with the 30+ people present a

summary of current knowledge on the very special

The results of the election for office-bearers and values of our area; geology, biodiversity, history

committee were: and culture. He then raised the question of how a
Chairperson — Rosemary Jasper community such as ours might be helped to keep
Deputy Chair — Chris Biddulph such a special place in good condition? Animated

Secretary — Kier Douthie discussion ensued, arriving at a consensus that:
Treasurer — Jennifer Biddulph e Local people need to be ‘front and centre’;
Members of the Committee: Charlene O'Brien * Afaciitator is required to drive such a
Colin Youngs and Jesse Brampton comprehensive planning process; and
e Funds will be required, at a level to match the

Thank you to those who attended the AGM, to

many significant values of this area.
the retiring members of committee and to those

who accepted office-bearer or committee The discussion initiated by Keith has continued in

positions for the coming year the months since, with sourcing core funding the

central focus. While a full ‘project scope’ is yet to

Our place, our people, our planet — Our be resolved, it is likely that the primary intent will
responsibility: post-AGM event be to produce a detailed ‘zoning plan’ which would
CCA and Gondwana Link took advantage of the set out the hierarchy of values attributed to

likely attendance of the AGM to organise and elements such as the environment, cultural

promote a community event to follow straight heritage, recreation, mineral potential, tourism and

after the meeting, to discuss the future of the agriculture — with a goal of maximising net long-

bushland around Ravensthorpe — often referred to term community benefit from the remarkable area

as the Ravensthorpe Connection. in which we live.

Our Place, Our People, Our Planet  LES
((t('. N(S(J(‘IlS({}l{l’{y

RAVENSTHORPE THE WONDERFUL

The greater Ravensthorpe area is a wonderful place - a town on a hill that sits amidst a mosaic of farmland and bushland
wrapped around a long mining history and a still unfolding cultural story. Some say this broad areq, stretching from the
Fitzgerald River National Park to the Great Western Woodlands, is a place of great national importance - so let’s explore
that thought. And let’s also explore whether this rich environment surrounding the town needs some help from us? How
can we provide world class management based on world class science in ways that support @ strong community? Will the
rest of the world help us?

Web: www.cca.asn.au Email: info@cca.asn.au Address: PO Box 30, Ravensthorpe WA 6346



Such a process is unusual, if not unique in Western
Australia, and may well pose challenges for all
involved if / as it unfolds. However, CCA believes
the concept has great merit, given the obvious
failings of the existing antagonistic and attritional ‘us
against them’ tenure-based model. Stay tuned...

Bulletin Resources clearing application: finally
nearing resolution!

In May 2022 an application was made to clear for
exploration purposes in a critical location within
our proposed Cocanarup - Kundip Class A
Reserve area (see image below). The application
relates to exploration tenement (E 74/655) and
was lodged by Bulletin Resources Ltd.

After almost two years, on 5th April 2024,
Department of Mines (DEMIRS) published their
landmark decision on this application — a
REFUSAL. (Clearing Permit Decision Report, re.
9749/1). A decision we duly celebrated.

However, this decision was appealable and the
Office of the Appeals Convenor confirmed that
one appeal was received. CCA was told recently
that the Office of the Appeals Convenor was
finalising their advice for the Minister and expected
that once the new government is in place, they
would be in a position to provide this and thereby
resolve the legalities of this matter. We are
monitoring the appeals convenor website!

4

Bulletin Resources exploration
tenement E 74/655
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Malleefowl LiDAR survey and ground-truthing

The National Malleefow! Monitoring Program is
one of the largest single species monitoring
programs in Australia. The Mallefowl Recovery
Group Inc. coordinates the program to ensure that
mounds are monitored in the same way in all
regions, which is important for understanding
population trends.’

After several years of deliberation, the Recovery
Group have confirmed plans to conduct LIDAR*
surveys to locate malleefowl mounds in up to 6
locations of approximately 1000 ha each in
bushland around Ravensthorpe. Flying the LIDAR
surveys is imminent (mid-late April) and it is
expected that at least some of the resulting sites
will then be ground-truthed in May.

The Recovery Group will be looking for volunteers
for the ground-truthing, so if you fancy some
‘bushwalking with purpose’ by assisting in verifying
the LIDAR survey results, please let us know by

emailing info@cca.asn.au and we can put you in
touch with the relevant person.

Ravensthorpe is possibly a stronghold of this
endangered species but there has been no
previous concerted effort to survey in the area, so
this current project is an excellent — and exciting
development.

——

Primary Carnaby'’s
nesting area
(containing +/- 250
confirmed trees)

In October 2023 Bulletin
Resources submitted a
revised proposal (shown
in white), seeking to

y /ﬁl : |
i
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Bulletin Resources
applied to clear 7 ha
within this 222 ha
exploration area

clear 2.3 ha within a 22

ha exploration area (June 2022)
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There are two known, active malleefow! mounds in the Cocanarup Timber Reserve, both of which have field cameras installed nearby.
These have produced some remarkable footage of the pairs at their respective mounds (image above: August 4, 2024

Addressing the Carnaby’s Recovery Team

CCA accepted an invitation to make a
presentation to the February meeting of the
Camaby's black-cockatoo Recovery Team.

Our presentation comprised an analysis of the
monitoring results over the years, including the
2024 results; an outline of Carnaby's non-breeding
season habitat around Hopetoun, and a brief
summary of the threats posed to the broad area
around Hopetoun which is used by Carmaby'’s
throughout the year.

The presentation was well-received, with feed-
back suggesting that it provided welcome detail of
the Cocanarup/Ravensthorpe/Hopetoun Carnaby’s
population.

CCA appreciated this opportunity to speak on
behalf of the Carnaby’s from this region.

Great Cocky Count 2024

‘The Great Cocky Count (GCC) is a citizen-science
survey, and the biggest single survey for black-
cockatoos in Western Australia. On one evening each
autumn, volunteers monitor known roost sites and
count black-cockatoos as they arrive in the evening.
Records submitted from across south-western WA
provide a snapshot of black-cockatoo populations,
helping us quantify changes in their numbers.’
(Birdlife Australia website)

Web: www.cca.asn.au

This year six observers took part in the Count in
the Hopetoun area. Three sites were monitored,
each of which has at various times been used as a
night roost by hundreds of Carmaby’s. Each of the
sites has a tall stand of mature yates (Eucalyptus
occidentalis) in which the birds roost.

The results of this year's count on April 6 was
I35 birds roosting at the Phillips River site, possibly
over 200 birds on the Steere River but zero birds
on the Jerdacuttup River (much to the
disappointment of the two very keen observers).
To have located significant flocks of birds as we did
was very exciting, though due to the difficulty of
getting clear counts we are unable to be definitive
about the numbers of birds seen this year. Results
are probably comparable to previous years.

White-Tailed Black-Cockatoo Count
Sub-totals

You may wish to tally cockatoos as they land in the roost tree(s) and subtract those
fo 3, -2, +17, -2, 424, +2, -3, +3 )

which leave the roost. (for example: +2, -2, +2, + St

5 +2245+5 4410410 +3 4+ (!

T2AS2 P 4T+ + 2+ 246 +&

+3 43
Total Number of White-Tailed Cockatoos at the Roost \ 35
General disction trom | Cuon  Osoutn Cleast Owest Clother (e, sw

Email: info@cca.asn.au

The tally sheet record as the birds flew in to roost on the
Phillips River.
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We didn't manage to monitor the Oldfield River
area or the freshwater wetlands in the Jerdacuttup
area, where large flocks have been seen.

Next year we will focus on informing more people
in our community of this event with the aim of
getting more prior intelligence of flock movements

and potentially more participation in the Count.

The Phillips River survey point. Eventually the birds arrived,
flying in small groups at tree height to the yates on the
south side of the track. Well worth the wait!

Predicting the timing of Carnaby’s breeding
season

Analysis of rainfall records and the timing of
Carnaby'’s black-cockatoo breeding suggests that
late or deficient autumn rains result in a later than
normal breeding season. This was bome out last
year in the Ravensthorpe area, when there was an
exceptionally dry autumn and early winter period
and, subsequently, a much later than normal
breeding season.
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This year is developing as a nice contrast. Already
(by 18/4/25), Ravensthorpe has recorded 127 mm
for March and April which is twice the mean

rainfall for these months (64 mm) — see chart at
the foot of the page. With two periods of very
good rain in April thus far, it is possible that the
cockatoos will be moving back inland by the end of
July and preparing to breed at a ‘normal’ time.

Restoring the Fitz-Stirling priority place for
nature and people

This is a new two-year project, led by South Coast
NRM, with funding from the Australian
government under the ‘Saving native species
program’. In late February CCA had the
opportunity to show the project coordinator,
Lauren Taaffe, around the district.

This included a visit to Ethel Daw lookout in the
Ravensthorpe Range for a landscape overview and
then a visit to Cocanarup Timber Reserve. In
Cocanarup we camera-checked two recently used
Carnaby’s nest hollows as well as visiting an active
malleefowl mound. Both these species are target
species of the program. We wish Lauren all the
best in her new role.

Rio Tinto acquires Arcadium Lithium; mine site
visioning consultation to commence

In October 2024 the news broke that the Mt
Cattlin lithium mine which sits on Ravensthorpe’s
doorstep had been purchased by the mining
colossus, Rio Tinto.

Ravensthorpe monthly rainfall: mean compared to 2024 and
2025 (to mid-April only)
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This has potentially huge implications for Team member and Ravensthorpe local, Gabrielle
Ravensthorpe. The mine is currently in care and Major will be running the consultation. She will
maintenance and exactly what Rio Tinto intends to attend the June CCA committee meeting, and we
do with it is not clear - but options could include encourage anyone who would like to contribute to
going underground as had also been mooted by the discussion to make some notes and send them
previous owners. In the meantime, the company to our secretary at info@cca.asn.au  Alternately
has initiated a process of community consultation you can learn more or book a conversation with
to develop a 10 — 20-year vision for the mine site, Gabrielle by contacting her directly by email at
engaging the creative, culture-focussed consulting gab@euphorium.com.au or by phone on:
company, Euphorium. 0437 158 506.

MT CATTLIN
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