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SUMMARY – CARNABY’S NEST MONITORING IN COCANARUP, NOVEMBER 2025 
 

For the 19th successive year Ravensthorpe locals, volunteers from afar and BirdLife Australia staff undertook 
monitoring of the annual Carnaby’s black-cockatoo breeding season in the salmon gum woodlands in and 
around Cocanarup.  This year a more targeted effort was undertaken, focussing on hollows that had been 
used at least once in the last four years.  This enabled us to complete monitoring of these hollows in three 
days, thereby enabling exploration of two areas of salmon gum not previously checked on the fourth day. 

The 2025 effort can be broadly summarised as follows: 

à There were four days in this initial period of monitoring: 
o Saturday November 1st 
o Sunday November 2nd 

o Monday November 3rd 
o Tuesday November 4th (exploration) 

à Volunteer input was considerable across the period, with two teams going out each of the first three 
days and then a single larger team active on the fourth day: 

o 21 different people were involved, including staff from DBCA Hopetoun and members of 
the Tjaltjraak Rangers from Esperance  

o A total of 48 person-days were contributed – more than 350 hours of volunteer time 

à 232 hollows/trees were camera-checked.  Note that this number is less than last year (286) due to 
hollows unused for the last four years not being checked. 

à 47 hollows were found to have active breeding activity.  Again, this was down on last year’s results 
(68 active hollows) – an outcome that was somewhat surprising, given what had been considered a 
‘good’ season, weather-wise.  The graph below summarises effort and outcome across the years. 

 

 
 
à The fourth (exploration) day involved two areas: the northern part of what is locally known as the 

Jim Dunn Reserve, though it is in fact part water reserve and part unallocated crown land, and an 
area south-east of Carmichael’s Landing on Cocanarup Rd.  The first of these areas showed definite 
prospects with many potential hollows, and will be included in future year’s monitoring. 
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à The 47 active hollows will be camera-

checked again in late December and, most 
likely, late January, to ascertain which have 
live and mature chicks or are presumed to 
have had successful breeding.  This will 
produce a final number of successful 
breeding events for the season.  

à The reason for the likely need for two 
periods of follow-up monitoring can be 
seen in the two tables below.  Firstly, the 
number of hollows with either one or two 
eggs (21 of 47) and the few advanced 
chicks (just 3 over 5 weeks) suggests a relatively late breeding season.  This fits with anecdotal 
evidence from the monitoring period that some pairs were still prospecting for hollows – and 
indicates that follow-up monitoring in late January would be necessary to ascertain the success or 
otherwise of these breeding attempts.   

On the other hand, there were 20 chicks aged between one and five weeks, which dictates a late 
December follow-up in order to determine the success or failure of these nests.  The three chicks 
aged between eight and ten weeks are already deemed successful as they’ve reached the eight-week 
age considered the critical survival point. 

Contents No. of hollows  Age of chick/s Number at that 
age 

2 eggs 10  1 week 6 

1 egg 11  2 weeks 5 

1 egg, 1 chick 3  3 weeks 5 

1 chick 18  4 weeks 3 

2 chicks 1  5 weeks 1 

unknown* 4  6 weeks 0 

Total 47  7 weeks 0 

*  Female flushed but hollow too deep 
or difficult to ascertain what may have 
been in the nest. 

 8 weeks 1 

 9 weeks 1 

 10 weeks 1 

 Total 23 
 

We now look forward to the follow-up monitoring, and to comparing Cocanarup’s results with those from 
other areas to try to better understand this year’s overall breeding season.  In the meantime, that we found 
47 active nests is heartening and confirms the importance of Cocanarup as a breeding area for this 
endangered species. 

Once again, we acknowledge BirdLife Australia’s leadership and support, and thank all those who were 
involved in this outstanding effort. 


