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JUNE 2026 NEWSLETTER AND FIRE RECOVERY UPDATE

Signs of life: green among the grey

Four and a half months on from the giga-fire, and
at last there are uplifting signs of life out among the
ashes. Where in the middle of April views through
the charred salmon gum woodland were
dominated by grey, black and brown there is now
a sheen of green appearing at ground level. Much
of this is from ephemeral ground covers that may
be relatively short-lived but, nonetheless, it's
heartening to see this greenery appearing in the
face of such devastation.

Tiny seedlings of various species of acacia are
becoming more widespread and more visible as
they begin to put out their broader leaves (see
photo below). But best of all (yes, we're biased!),
there are now miniscule salmon gum seedlings

popping up from the ash-enriched soil. This is so
heartening, given the scale of destruction in this
signature woodland. And, as if to underline the

species’ determination to survive, some terribly
bumnt trees are putting out shoots of epicormic
growth, suggesting there is still life beneath the
charred bark (see photo to the right). It is
unknown whether this new growth will survive,
but the sense of hope it brings is invaluable.
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Then there are the re-sprouters — those species
that regrow from lignotubers below ground.
Mallee is, of course, the best-known group
amongst this set, and yes, new growth is now quite
vigorous in places, though still mostly limited to
200-300 mm of greenery. But there are others
too, beyond the various mallees, that regenerate in
this fashion, and perhaps one of the most
widespread is senna (Cassia), which was one of the
first to be widely seen out there. Interestingly, a
senna is also regrowing from seed — perhaps a
different species — or is it one with two recovery
strategies! Swamp vate (E. occidentalis) is another
that appears to be reshooting from below ground

level, and in many cases it is perhaps the most

vigorous of those exercising this means of

Acacia seedling (perhaps cyclops) early June 2026 recovery.
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Creatures too, are slowly becoming more
apparent, with a healthy echidna attracting much
attention from the CCA / DBCA crew out
installing salmon gum fire recovery research plots
last week. Barn owls are making hay while the sun
shines — or, more correctly, while the mouse
plague rolls on. During the Rick Dawson hollow
surveys (see below) almost 10% were occupied by
this species, with many containing eggs, newly-
hatched chicks, or well-grown nestlings like the
four (or are there five?) well-grown youngsters
peering up at the camera in the image below.

RN 7 Y Am

Insects are also now being seen more frequently,

though in many cases it is their homes that are
most evident. Spider webs are reappearing, and
we've even seen some trapdoor tunnels in recent
weeks. Meadow argus butterflies — the common
brown-with-orange-wing-spots species — are
occasionally sighted, and enough of the ubiquitous
ticks have survived to make their presence felt,
though thankfully not too frequently.

Perhaps the most evident insect has not actually
been seen ‘in the flesh’ — a species of large night
ant that creates superbly built funnel-shaped nest
entrances, as shown to the right. These skilled
engineers are plentiful in places, with their tiny,
volcanoes widespread across the ground. It's
assumed they sat out the fire below ground, and
that their handiwork was not so evident among
the pre-fire ground cover and leaf litter. Insects
are often overlooked when fire impact is assessed,
but many species must be decimated — so it's good
to be seeing these small signs of life.
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South Coast NRM project outcomes

The SCNRM fire recovery project mentioned in
the last newsletter is about to wrap up, having
delivered much useful information - though some
was predictably sobering. CCA volunteers
accompanied the two consultants for eight days of
fieldwork in early-mid May, with local knowledge
ensuring an efficient and clearly focussed process.

Rick Dawson (Australian Black Cockatoo
Specialists) surveyed |34 trees, some with multiple
hollows, in a mix of burnt and unburnt country,
with the primary intent being to identify candidates
for future repair / improvement. His report lists:

e 32 requiring repair as soon as possible
e 6 to be repaired if time permits

e 3 were beyond repair

e 8 where repair was not practical, and

e 60 that did not require repair

Overall, there were 84 hollows considered suitable
for use by Carnaby's, some of which require minor
repairs. On the flip side, 25 trees were found to
contain unsuitable hollows, and these have now
been taken out of the CCA / BirdLife database.

This work has already led to several decisions
aimed primarily at improving the likelihood of
breeding success in Cocanarup in coming years:

A heartfelt thankyou to everyone who has donated to our fundraising campaign!
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. Rick will return in August to audit the
remainder of our known nest trees (about
105);

Il.  CCA and partners will then commit to
undertaking all viable repairs — though, given
the limitations of winter access, this will likely
not occur until autumn next year;

. As a means of providing some limited
immediate support for breeding birds in the
upcoming season 10 artificial hollows will be
installed on the fringe of a core nesting area
that suffered considerable loss in the fire.

V. CCA will upgrade its monitoring equipment
and processes, to match best-practice
elsewhere in the state.

Beyond these excellent practical outcomes, Rick’s
visit enhanced our knowledge of Carnaby’s as a
species and, in particular, left us better informed
around the factors that influence breeding success.
Further, in what is both a practical and inspirational
result, Rick will return in November to weigh and
band nestlings — and will be accompanied by Dr
Denis Saunders AM, the doyen of Carnaby's
research and knowledge in Australia.

Denis is retired now, after more than 50 years
studying the species, but retains an abiding interest
in the birds and their perilous future. To this end,
he and his wife, Vee, have made a very generous
donation to CCA, with the aim of supporting our
efforts to sustain the local population through this
crisis. We're both honoured and grateful, and look
forward to sharing Cocanarup and its Carnaby's
with Denis later this year.

A potentially good hollow, much in need of repair
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Remnant vegetation assessment underway

The second component of the SCNRM project
delivered a harsh reminder of the challenges that
will face the birds in the upcoming breeding
seasons. Well-known ecologist, Angela Sanders,
reviewed the availability of natural foraging
vegetation outside the fire zone — and found that it
is going to be slim pickings for some years ahead.
So much Proteaceae-rich vegetation was bumt,
and that which remains is limited to relatively small
patches quite some distance from the main
breeding areas. The further the adults need to fly
for food the lower the chances of breeding success
— though just how far they will fly is uncertain.

Angela’s work is informing three projects that CCA
will commence in the near future:

. Providing short-term supplementary food
through the breeding season via subsidising
local farmers to leave small areas of canola
unharvested. While canola is not a ‘perfect’
replacement for natural food sources, it has
the capacity to sustain the birds quite
adequately through this kind of shortage;

Il Installing an array of remote audio recording
units in an attempt to better understand
where the birds are flying for food (and
water) — and to get some insight into just
how far they will travel in times of need;

Il Developing a multi-faceted partnership to
revegetate small areas of private property
with appropriate native food species. This is
in its infancy at present but is considered an
important contributor to the medium-term
recovery process.
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Overall, the SCNRM project has been of significant
value in terms of information gathered, knowledge
shared, and partnerships formed. CCA applauds
South Coast and the Federal Government, who
provided funding, and acknowledges the ongoing
support for some of the works mentioned above.
We look forward to continuing to work together
in time to come, in the greater goal of supporting
the recovery of this precious place.

DBCA long-term salmon gum fire recovery project

Little is known about the capacity of salmon gum
to recover from catastrophic fire, and to this end
DBCA has now established several research plots
in the former woodland of Cocanarup. Early in
June CCA volunteers spent two days assisting
senior agency staff to map and establish baseline
measurements ahead of a spring count of
seedlings. These assessments will then be made
annually for what it proposed to be 10 years —
again underlining the importance of a long-term
perspective of the whole recovery process.

Camera installation drawing closer

At the end of this work an opportunity arose to
engage in discussion with the department’s
regional ecologist, Sarah Comer, regarding the
impending installation of CCA’s motion-sensing
cameras. It is now hoped that these will go out
into Cocanarup in the next two weeks, and we
keenly anticipate reviewing the first batch of
images sometime in mid-July. Getting a better
understanding of life after the fire is a critical step
in both supporting ongoing recovery and furthering
the wider goal of having Cocanarup included in the
conservation estate.

While so much of the post-fire focus has
understandably been on Carnaby's, it's important
to remember there are other threatened species
out there too, including chuditch, malleefowl, heath
mice and red-tailed phascogale. Let's hope they're
not camera-shy! And, though it's a statement of
the obvious, it is not only the listed species that
suffer in these circumstances, and we owe it to
nature to not be in any way exclusive in our focus
or our efforts. Our responsibility is widespread, in
light of the scale of impact of this fire.
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Camaby's to the max

Most local residents have seen Camaby'’s in and
around the Shire — but none so large as the pair
that passed through Ravensthorpe recently. Lying
beak-to-tail, they took up the whole of a flatbed
semi-trailer and will stand over [0 metres tall
when erected in Moora in coming weeks. The
brainchild of the Kerkhoff Carnaby Group and
delivered through the Moore Catchment Council,
these giants will certainly help raise the profile of

the species for years to come.

Who'd have thought Carnaby's would be joining
Australia’s collection of 'big things’ — but this
trumps a pineapple any day of the week! CCA
members are encouraged to support the project
by making a tax deductable donation at:
https.//www.moorecatchment.org.au/

CCA T-shirts for sale

High-quality
[00% cotton
t-shirts bearing
the CCA logo
are available
for sale from
the Ravy
Goldmine.
Sizes are from
S to 3XL, and
for $39 you
can help
promote our
organisation
and support the ongoing fire recovery program.
Postage is $10 anywhere in Australia. Email
Charlene at charlene.obrien@bigpond.com or call

in at the shop on the main street of Ravensthorpe.
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