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AUGUST 2026 NEWSLETTER AND FIRE RECOVERY UPDATE

Meet the celebrities: Creatures on cameras

Thanks to generous donations via our Fire
Recovery Fundraiser CCA recently purchased ten
motion-sensing cameras. These were installed
early in July at locations across the Cocanarup area
in order to gain some insight into the wildlife that
had survived January's horror fire.

Sites chosen were all in unburnt ‘refuge’ areas.
While some of these were quite small, they did
offer a range of vegetation types from salmon gum
and giant mallee woodland to dense thicket and
shrubland. Eight cameras were ground-mounts
and two were installed on tree-arms. Working
closely with DBCA enabled the use of scent lures
— as is visible in the images below and to the right.

Camera cards were swapped out after a month in
the field, and have now been analysed — a process
of considerable anticipation, even excitement.
While one month'’s data is nowhere near enough
to draw conclusions, here are some key outcomes:

o Malleefowl were captured on three cameras,
including at least one pair photographed on
multiple days (see below). This is exciting, as
their survival in the face of the fire's speed
and ferocity was uncertain.

o Brush-tailed wallabies (black-gloved wallabies)
appeared on five cameras, suggesting a
population that could be considered healthy
in the circumstances (see image below right).
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o And, to much delight, tammar wallaby also
appeared on two cameras. These small and
dainty macropods have lost much of their
original home range and are heavily predated
by foxes — so, finding them in Cocanarup is
very welcome indeed. A photo appears on
the next page.

o Bush rats and a fat-tailed dunnart were
photographed on one camera at a location
close to where the extremely rare heath
mouse has previously been recorded. This
gives hope that this small native rodent may
also have survived.

o Other animals photographed included
echidna and brush-tailed possums, the latter
being seen on both tree and ground-
mounted cameras (see images next page).

o Among the birds the most interesting were
white-browed babblers, shy heathwren and
southern scrub robins, with currawongs,
ringnecks and ravens more common.

o Foxes appeared on two cameras — an
unsurprising result but troublesome,
nonetheless. Just one rabbit was
photographed.

Cameras will be checked and analysed monthly,
with the growing database of information likely to
be a key resource for CCA and other agencies in
time to come.
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Tammar wallaby (left) and brush-tailed possum (right)

More options in the Camaby’s housing market CCA is grateful to South Coast NRM for funding

As readers will be we

well-utilised nest trees were lost in the fire, and
half that many were burnt but remain standing.
Despite there still being nearly as many hollow-
bearing trees in the wider area, professional advice
indicated that augmenting the remaining ‘stock’
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support the birds in these difficult circumstances.
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ARU installation: Careful, we're listening...

The ten “Autonomous Recording Unit's (ARU's)
also purchased by way of fire recovery donations
have recently been installed (see image below).
These elegant little devices have big ears, recording
(among other things) the calls of Carnaby's from at
least 500 metres afar. Whether they also record
human conversation is not known — or, at least,
we're not telling...

Locations chosen are scattered far and wide
around the perimeter of the known nesting areas,
the intent being to try to learn just where the birds
are going to find food, given the substantial impact
of the fire on natural foraging vegetation. It has
generally been thought that they prefer to feed
within 5-6 km of the nest site, and that they rarely,
if ever, go further than 12 km for this purpose —
but how they will respond to the dramatic
reduction in opportunities close to ‘home’ is
unknown. That's where our ARU’s come in.

As with the cameras, these will be serviced
monthly, with the data cards being analysed via
machine learning through the Albany DBCA office.
It's hoped that by the end of the breeding season
sufficient data has been gathered to enable a
degree of insight into where they have been either
flying or feeding — and/or where they have not.
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Male Carnaby's photographed recently in Cocanarup — the
bright red eye-ring is a sign hormones are raging

The retum of Rick: More hollow audits ahead

Back in May CCA volunteers spent a week in the
field with Rick Dawson (Australian Black Cockatoo
Specialists) assessing hollows for potential repair
work — and to gain an insight into overall suitability
levels. About 60% of known trees were checked,
producing a starting list of 32 hollows that would
benefit greatly from repairs. In the very near
future Rick will be back, and this time it is hoped
the remaining hollows will be audited, thus giving a
complete list of those that we hope to have
repaired in autumn next year.

This work is also important as it gives CCA a
complete and thorough set of data, with quality
images from inside all known hollows. In fire
recovery situations — and in conservation work
more generally — data is critical, and significant
effort is going into developing a full array of clear
and consistent information around the habitat of
this breeding population and the behaviour of the
birds who access it.

As already mentioned, pairs have been actively
prospecting for almost a month now, so it is quite
possible eggs will be seen in some hollows —
perhaps even in the newly-installed Cockatubes.
This would be hugely heartening — though, of
course, eggs do not necessarily mean successful
fledging. That will only be known in December /
January, when all follow-up monitoring has been
completed. There are many challenges ahead for
pairs finding food for themselves and their
nestlings. What a fascinating breeding season it
appears likely to bel
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Ravy Region Black Cockatoo Community —a
Facebook page for all local Carnaby'’s lovers

Do you sometimes (or often!) see Carnaby'’s either
around your home or when you're out and about?
Would you enjoy hearing from others who're
noticing them — and perhaps photographing them
— around the region! CCA is certainly keen to
know where the birds are and what they're doing
— and we're delighted that a keen member has
established a page that gives everyone an
opportunity to share their observations of these
quirky and charismatic birds.

If you live in — or visit — the wider Ravensthorpe
region (Hopetoun — Munglinup - Lake King - Jacup)
search for the Ravy Region Black Cockatoo
Community or go to:

https.//www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6 159215
8139590

Once there you can click on the link to Follow,
and either post up your own sightings or read
about where others are seeing or hearing the
birds. If possible, we'd love you to upload photos
or descriptions that include details such as the:

o Date
o Location
o Number of birds

o Activity (flying, day or night roosting, feeding,
drinking, nesting)

We hope to use this information to help protect
these precious birds in our local area, particularly
following the January 2026 fire — so please share
the link with others and let’s grow this as quickly as
we can.

By the roadside / having a swim / feeding in pines (or
paddocks) / flying over — any and all photos are welcome!
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Salmon gum woodland, April 2026 (above) and
the same location in July (below)

Time - the greatest healer: Regrowth grows on

Three months separate the two images above, and
the change is clear to see — at this location at least.
Here, ground-level ephemerals are knee-high in
places, and the splash of green below the still-
brown salmon gums is at least a clear sign that
time is nature’s greatest friend following fire.

In other parts of the burn-zone this kind of
regrowth is not vet so evident, and the view
remains bleak. But, on the positive side, more and
more salmon gums are putting out epicormic
growth shoots, and some are now showing a
sheen of pale green beneath the bumt and peeling
bark. Elsewhere, everlastings have carpeted areas
beneath bumt Acacia acuminata (jam), and we
watch this unfolding of new life with both relief
and gratitude.

SAVE THE DATE
CCA AGM: Saturday November 28, 3.00 — 5.00 pm

Location: To be confirmed

Please come along — we'll provide an illustrated
update of the year's activities, and will also have some
amendments to the Constitution for consideration.

All members welcome
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